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Unto the very Reverend, The Moderator 


and remanent Reverend and Honourable 


I Members of the General-Afſembly of 
* the Church of Scotland, met at Edin- 
burgb the Ath of May 1732 Years; 


The Repreſentation and Petition of the 
Miniſters and Elders under-ſubcribing, 


Humbly Sheweth, ; 3 | 
HAT we being much weighted and aggrieved with 
ſeveral Things in the preſent State of our Mother- 
Church of Scotland, and having for ſome Time 
long' d and look'd for Redreſs (for which the or- 
dinary Means have been uſed without Succeſs) and 
now, with deep Concern, obſerving, that, inſtead of 
obtaining Redreſs, our Grievances are increaſing 
daily; we find ourſelves obliged, in Duty to God 
and his Church, and for our own Exoneration, to lay before this venerable 
Aſſembly the following Grievances, with ſuch Remedies as accur to us, 
humbly begging you'may be pleaſed, to take the ſame into ſerious Con- 
ſideration, and give ſuch Orders thereanent, as in your great Wiſdom 
ſhall be fourid moſt proper for Redreſs thereof... . 
* 1220, Whereas ſeveral grieyous Encroachments have been made on the 
legal Rights of this Church, 9 to our known Principles, ſince 
. ; A . ' 2 | * N 


the 
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the Union of the two Kingdoms, ſpecially towards the latter End of 
Queen Anne's Reign, thro' the Influence of Perſons, no leſs diſſaffected to the 
Proteſtant ducceſſion, than to the Church of Scor land; particularly (Imo, ) By 
impoſiag the Sacramental Teſt, and Conformity to the Hierarchy, Li- 
turgy and Ceremonies of the Church of England, upon the Members of 
this Church, while ſerving her Majeſty in Eugland or Ireland. (240,) By 
eltabliſhing an almoſt boundleſs Toleration in Scorland, whereby Error, 
Superſtition and Prophaneneſs are much encouraged, and the Diſcipline 
of this Church greatly weakned, by withdrawing the Concurrence of the 
Civil Magiſtrate. (37t0,) By reſtoring the juſtly abrogated Right of Pre- 
ſentation to Patrons, ſubverſive of the Right of Election belonging to 
Chriſtian Congregations by the Word of God, and the Conſtitutions of 
this Church. (40) That Addreſſes from this Church, offered in Queen 
Anne's Reign to the Houſe of Peers, were not received, becauſe not di- 
rected to the Lord Spiritual; which, not being agreeable to our known 


- Principles and reſerved Rights, will, if inſiſted on, preclude the Judica- 
| tories and Members of this Church from addrefling that honourable Houſe, 


even upon the moſt preſſing Occaſions. ( 570,) The Form of Swearing 
introduced from England into ſome Courts in Scotland, by laying their 
Hands upon and kiſſing the Goſpels; which is an Innovation in that ſo- 
lemn Piece of Worſhip, and not agreeable to the Scripture-Pattern, but 
ſuperſtitious, and juſtly offenſive. Now, altho' ſeveral Presbyteries and 


Synods (eſpecially after King Roawgs tho Birli hie ha A-ccefſion to the 
> tar — by their In ructions, often deſired, chat the Gon nd Al- 


ſembly might addreſs his Majeſty and Parliament for Redreſs of theſe and 
other Grievances ; yet, ever ſince that happy Period, this has been de- 
lay'd, to the great Prejudice of this Church, as we apprehend. Tis true 
indeed, the General Aſſembly 1715 did * rove of à Memorial | 1 e 
by the Commiſſion of the preceeding Allembly, repreſenting ſeveral of 
the above-mentioned Grievances, and appointed it to be ſent to the Secre- 
tary of State: They have alſo addreſſed the King on other Heads, and 
have frequently tranfmitted Congratulatory Addreſſes; but it doth not 
appear that ever any Addreſs has been ſent by the Afﬀemblies of this 
Church, either to our preſent gracious Soveriegn, or his Royal Father 
of bleſſed Memory, for redreſſing the forefaid Grievances : Nor have any 
Petitions thereanent been offered to the Parliament during all that Pe- 
riod, altho? it is evident, that moſt of the above Grievances. cannot be 
removed without the Parliament. We therefore humbly move, 'That 
this venerable Aſſembly may be pleaſed to prepare ſuch Addreſſes and 
Petitions to the King and Parliament, on the foreſaid Heads, and alſo againſt 
that heavy Grievance of Popery, which ſtill continues, as you ſhall judgi 
moſt proper, for obtaining Redreſs; and appoint fit Perſons to pre- 
tent and proſecute the fame, in the Name of this National nt not 
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leaving it to the Commiſſion. As this appears neceſſary for the Exonera- 
tion of this Church, ſo we are hopeful it will not fail of the deſired Sue- 
ceſs, when we have ſuch a gracious Sovereign upon the Throne, who 
has ſolemnly engaged inviolably to maintain and preſerve the Settlement 
of the true Proteltant Religion, with the Government, Worſhip, Dil- 
cipline, Right and Privileges of the Church of Scotlaud as eltabliſhed 
by the Laws made there, in Proſecution of the Claim of Right ; and 
articularly, by an Act, intituled, Act for ſecuring the Proreſtant Re- 
gion, and Presbyterian Church-Government ; and by the Acts paft 
in the Parliaments of both Kingdoms, for Union of the Two Kingdoms: 
And likewiſe, when this preſent Parliament is far more friendly 
than that which, in the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign, brought 
upon this Church ſome of theſe Grievances under which the preſent- 
ly groans. And that this our Delire is agreeable to Law, appears from 
the Claim of Right, which allows private Perſons, much more the e- 
ſtabliſhed Church, humbly to petition the King and Parliament, for re- 
pealing " ſuch Laws as are grievous to them, and prejudicial to their 
jult Rights, 

240, A Itho this Chur:h (through the Mercy of God) has been fa- 
mous for Purity of Doctrine, ever ſince the Reformation ; yet groſs and 
dangerous Errors have been lately vented therein, and that by a Profeſ- 
for of Divinity, Mr. hn Simſon, in teaching his Students, as has been 


found evidently proven by the General Aſſemblics 1727, 1728, in the 
following Articles, 1, The Profeſlor 's denying the neceſſary Exiſtence 


of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in teaching his Students. 2%, His teaching 
his Scholars, That the neceſſary Exiſtence of our Lord eſis Chriſt was 
a Thing we know not. 3710, His teaching, That the Term neceſſary Exi- 
ſtence was impertinent, and not to be uſed in talking of the Trinity. 470, 
His teaching, as his own Opinion, That the Three Perſons of the Tri- 
nity are not to be ſaid to be numerically One, in Subſtance or Eſſence. 
Ito, His teaching, That the Terms neceſſary Exiſtence, ſupreme Deity, 
and the Title of The only true God, may be taken, and are by ſome Authors 
taken, in a Senſe that includes the perſonal Property of the Father, and 
ſo not belonging to the Son: And that, tho' he ſaid, that neceſſary Exi- 
ſtence, 2 Deity, and the Title of The only true God, might belong 
to the Son, in ſuch a Senſe as included not the Perſonal Property of the 
Father; yet he told not what that Senſe was, but, without doing ſo, he 
inculcated the forefaid Diſtinction, as a Caution that might be necelſary 
for Students, in reading both ancient and modern Authors, whether 
Friends or Adverſaries to the Truth : For which Errors he ſtands cen- 
fur'd by the General Aſſembly, tho* not to that Degree which moſt 
Presbyteries by their Inſtructions, and many Members of Aſſembly, judged 
he deſerved ; with whom we concur. in our Sentiments. And it being 
alſo evident, from the printed Report of the Aſſembly's . 

| ity 
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Purity of Doctrine, That the ſaid Profeſſor imſon has contraveened the 
Act of Aſſembly 1717, and taught the Opinions and Hypotheſes thereby. 
diſcharged to be vented ; yea, ſeveral dangerous Errors contain'd in the 
{cond Libel drawn up againſt him, tried and found proven hy the ſaid 
Committee: And it is to be feared, that many of the Students and others 
may be too far infected with his Errors. We therefore, upon the Whole, 
beg Leave humbly to move, That a So/emn Warning may be emitted by 
this venerable Aſſembly againſt his Errors, and others, which too 
many in this Land may be tainted with, and in Danger of, by Prints 
ſpread therein, contrary to the Word of God, our excellent Confeſſion 
of Faith, and ſolemn Engagements. - 
ztio, It being the undeniable Right of Chriſtian Congregations to have 
the free Choice of their own Paſtors, and their Call and Conſent being 
neceſſary to found the Paſtoral Relation betwixt Goſpel-Miniſters and 
ſuch Congregations, according to the Word of God, Books of Diſcipline, 
Acts of the General Aſſembly, and the concurring Suffrages and unan- 
ſwerable Arguments of the moſt eminent Divines both at home and 
abroad, whole Writings are well known to this Venerable Aſſembly : It 
is therefore a heavy Grievance to us, and to many mo of the Lord's 
Servants and People through the Land, to ſee and hear of the open En- 
croachments made on the Church's juſt Rights, eſpecially by impoſing 
and forcing in Miniſters on ſeveral Chriſtian Congregations, not only 
without their Call, but in dir 6 Opnaſition ta their declared Mind, and 
ſtrongeſt Remonſtrances, and lo iſſenttente & renitente Eccleſia ; and 
that (not to mention what has been done, in ſome inferior Courts) even 
by Sentences of the Commiſſions of the General Aſſembly, not only 
where Preſentations were inſiſted on, but alſo where the Right was fallen 
into the Hands of Presbyteries, and that without the Conſent and againſt 
the Mind of Presbyteries or Synods immediately concerned, as is notour 
in the late Caſes of Hutton, Balphron, Weſt-kirk, and Kinroſs, and ſe- 
veral other Inſtances which we forbear to mention. But we beg Leave to 
add, that ſuch Proceedings appear to us highly prejudicial to the juſt 
Rights of Chriſtian Congregations, and radical Judicatories, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the profeſſed Principles of this Church, yea, with the limi- 
ted Commiſſions and Inſtructions given by General Aſſemblies to their 
Commiſſions; and of dangerous Conſequence, not only in the Caſes 
ſpecified, but in many others, ſeeing they may be improven as Prece- 
ents, and have too viſible a Tendency to grieve many of God's People, 
alienate their Affections, cauſe Diviſions, pave the Way for introducing 
in all Corners of the Land a Miniſtry utterly unacceptable, and ſo not fit to 
edify and rule the Flock of Chriſt, and to wreath the heavy Yoke of Patro- 
nage about the Church's Neck, and ſtrengthen the Hands of Enemies, 
who may deſign to model the Church, according to their own * and 
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bring in à corrupt Time-ſerving Miniſtry into it, to ſerve their car- 

nal political Intereſts, and to ruine the covenanted Work of Reforma- 
tion, mercifully eſtabliſhed in this Church. And indeed ſuch Settle- 
ments, contrary tothe Mind of Chriſtian Congregations, are the more of- 
fenſive, when it is remembred, that the Intruſion of Miniſters on Con- 
gregations was one of the heavy Grievances juſtly complained of, under 

Prelatical Perſecution ; and that the Convention of Eſtates and Parlia- 
ment, at the happy Revolution, expreſſed ſo great Regard to the Inclina- 
tions of the People, in aboliſhing Prelacy, and ſettling Presbyterian 
Church-government, and alſo in their Acts anent calling of Mini- 
ſters to vacant Churches, and aboliſhing the Patron's Right of Pre- 
ſentation, ſubverſive of the People's juſt Right of Election: Wherefore 
we humbly beg, this Venerable Aſſembly may ſeriouſly conſider the Pre- 
miſſes, and diſapprove, yea, repeal ſuch of theſe Deeds as may come regu- 
larly before them; and, with all due Reſpect to Heritors well- affected to 
Church and State, diſcharge in Time coming all Settlements of vacant 
Congregations without the Call and Conſent of the Elders and Chriſtian 
Peo 1 thereof, and apply timeouſly ſuch other Remedies for the Cure 
of the dangerous Maledies above pointed at, as, in their great Wiſdom, 
ſhall be judged moſt proper and eftectual. 

4:0, Whereas, of late, ſome Settlements have heen ordered on Calls: 
not ſuperviſed or ſuſtained by Presbyteries, yea, on ſome atteſted only by 
Notars-Publick, and the Commiſhon has appointed Committees to try 
and ordain Miniſters for vacant Congregations, not only without the 


Concurrence and Conſent of Presbyteries and Synode concerned, who 
Have bell Right, ana are Muck ww juuzeo ec, but in direct Oppoſiti- 


on to their Mind; and that in ſuch Haſte, as to prevent Remedy by 
the enſuing Aſſembly's juſt Deciſion, in Cauſes coming regularly 
before them, by Proteſtation and Complaint of Parties: It is therefore 
humbly moved, for preventing the like Evils, that the General Aſſembly 
declare and enact, That no Call ſhall be ſuſtained, but that which is mo- 
derated in, and atteſted by,Order of Presbyteries ; nor Subſcriptions admit- 
ted, but thoſe made or verified by the Subſcribers before the Miniſters 
appointed to moderate, or the Presbytery itſelf, And that, if Commil- 
ons or Synods in Time coming ſhall appoint Committees or Corre- 
ſpondents, to try or ordain Miniſters without Conſent of the Congrega- 
tions and radical Courts immediately concerned, the faid Committees or 
Correſpondents ſhall be diſcharged to proceed till the Aſſembly give their 
Judgment, in Caſe the Cauſes are ſiſted before the Aſſembly by Complaint 

or Appeal. | 
37, It being evident from the printed Index of the Acts of Aſſem- 
bly 1724, that it was referred to the Commiſſion to conſider what is pro- 
per to be done as to Miniſters or Probationers who ſhew a Willingneſs: 
* te 


4 


to accept of Preſentations ſrom Patrons, and to propoſe an Overture 
hereupon to the next Aſſembly: And, nothing having been yet done 
herein, tho' that Grievance, not only continues, but increaſes; and the 
good Effect of the Amendment made in the Patronage-Act, Anno 1719, 
15 like to be totally defeated, by Miniſters and Probationers their acce p- 
ting Preſentations (contrary to our known Principles) without Calls from 
vacant Congregations, yea, long before any Meetings were appointed for 
chuſing and calling Paſtors; and ſome Judicatories, who have teſtified 
their juſt Diſpleaſure againſt Preſentees for their ſaid unworthy and offen- 
live Practice, inſtead of being . e (as might have been expected 
were condemned by the Commiſſion: It is therefore earneſtly deſired, 
chat the General Aſſembly may ſeaſonably interpoſe in the Way they 
ſhall judge moſt proper to give ſome effectual Check to ſuch dangerous 
Practices of Miniſters and Probationers of this Church, and that none be 
licenced or ordained that favour this Courſe. 

6:0, Concerning the ſeventh Act of Aſſembly 1 530, diſcharging the re- 
cording Reaſons of Diſſent againſt the Determinations of Church Judica- 
tories; As ſeveral Presbyteries and Synods did by their Inſtructions 
ſtrongly remonſtrate againſt it, and craved it might be repealed laſt Aſ- 
ſembly, ſo we find our ſelves obliged here to repreſent, That the ſaid Act 
appears to us inconſiſtent with the Act of Aſſembly 1644 concerning diſ- 


ſenting Voices, appointing Diſſenters to urge their Diſſents be marked in 


the Regiſters ; and, if that be refuſed, that they proteſt, c. For, as Rea- 


ſons are a neceſſary Part of Diſſents to be recorded therewith, ſo this Act 
I644 ſeems lainly to require Niſlantse el. oh is Ihowaluus uw be recorded 3 


ſeeing the Diſſents warranted thereby, are ſuch as may evidence the De- 


terminations diſſented from, to be contrary to the Word of God, Acts of 


Aſſembly, or received Order of this Kirk; Eſpecially, while it is 
declared in the ſaid At, That the Diſſenters ſhall be cenſurable, 
if their Diſſents ſhall be found otherwiſe: Wherefore the Reaſons 
they judge neceſſary to juſtify their Diſſents, according to that AR, 
and to ſecure them againſt Cenſure, muſt be recorded therewith, 
that ſuperior Judicatories may be capable to judge, from the Regiſter itſelf, 
if the Diſſents be according to that Act, and whether the Diſlenters be 


cenſurable or not: Yea, it is moſt juſt and reaſonable, uſeſul and neceſſary, 


in many Reſpects, that Diſſents with their Reaſons ſhould ſtand recorded, 
as Teſtimonies againſt the Determinations which appear unwarrantable 
and of dangerous Conſequence, And that this has been the common 
Senſe of the Church of Scotland, further appears from many Diſſents en- 
tred in the Regiſters of the ſeveral Judicatories of this Church, both in the 
Days of our worthy Anceſtors, and ſince the happy Revolution: And 
*tis ſo agreeable to the common Senſe of Mankind, that the recording Diſ- 
ſents with Reaſons has been generally allowed in Judicatories, not tern 
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Eccleſiaſtick, but Civil, yea, in the high Court of Parliament itſelF And 
we beg Leave further to repreſent, That the Act of Aſſembly complain- 
ed of was paſſed very irregularly, yea, in a direct Contradiction to two 
Acts of Aſſembly r. the Manner in which ſtanding Acts are to be 
paſſed; viz. The 9 Act of Aſſembly 1697, appointing, That, before a- 
ny General Aſſembly of this Church ſhall paſs any Acts, which are to be 
ſtanding Rules and Conſtitutions to the Church, they be remitted as O- 
vertures to the Conſideration of the ſeveral Presbyteries, and their Opi- 
nion and Conſent be reported by their Commiſſioners to the next Aſſem- 
bly, that they may paſs the ſame into Acts, if the more general Opinion 
of the Church agree thereto; And alſo the Sixteenth Act of Aſſembly 
1700, enacting and appointing, That, when any Thing of publick Con- 
cern and great Weight is propoſed to the General Aſſembly to be paſt 
as Overtures or Acts, for a ſtanding Rule to the Church, after the firſt 
Reading it be delayed until the next Day of the Aſſembly's Sitting, and 
ly on the Table to be ſeen and conſidered by all the Members: But it is 
undeniable, this Act complained of (tho? of very publick Concern and 
reat Weight) was paſſed without conſulting Presbyteries, and in the very 
erunt wherein it was firſt propoſed, and that without voting ; yea, 
ſo quietly and ſuddenly, that ſeveral Members preſent in the Houle knew 
not of it, till the Aſſembly was up : And, to conclude this Head, we 
beg Leave to add, That the depriving all the Miniſters and Elders of this 
Church, at once, of Liberty in all Time coming of entring their Diſſen ts 


with the Reaſons thereof in the Church's Recor1s, even upon the molt ur- 
ent Occanons; a rriivuege belonging to them by the Light of Nature, the 


ord of God, Acts of Aſſembly, and immemorial Cuſtom ; and doing this 
ſo ſummarily and irregularly ,at a Time wherein the preſent State and threat- 
ning Aſpect of Affairs in our Church renders the Maintenance and Exer- 
ciſe of this Privilege more neceſſary and ſeaſonable than at any Time be- 
fore, ſince the happy Revolution: This, in our Opinion, has a very bad 
Appearance, and muſt prove a heavy and inſupportable Grievance to 
many, if it be not ſpeedily redreſſed. Whereſore we earneſtly intreat this 
Venerable Aſſembly wy be pleaſed to repeal the faid Act, and reſtore the 
Office-Bearers in this Church to their juſt and ancient Privilege. 
mo, The Commiſſion of late having repeal'd ſeveral Sentences of 
Synods, even when they had but a fcrim — of Miniſters, very 
much inferior to the Number of thoſe who judged in the ſaid Sentences ; 
and, it being evidently diſagreeable to Presbyterian Principles and Pari- 
95 that a greater Number of Miniſters and Elders ſnould be ſubjected to 
t Y and Authority of a leſſer, (not to mention other Reaſons) 
umbly moved, that Appeals from the Sentences of Provincial Synods 
be not referred in Time coming to the Determination of the Commiſſion, 
but reſerved for the Aſſembly's Deciſion, unleſs it be provided that the 
Commiſſion's Sederunt exceed the Number of the Synod's, in Miniſters 
as well as Elders, when they judge thereanent, 
| B 899, Where- 


IO 

$90, Whereas the Members of the Commiſſion, when complained of 
to the General Aſſembly for Semences which appear moſt unwarrantable 
and grievous, uſually plead, That the Commiſſion, being impowered fi- 
nally to determine in the Matters committed to them, their Sentences can- 
not be repealed ; which Plea, to the great Prejudice of the Church, and 
Ottence of many, has fiequently ſerved as the grand Mean to obſtruct the 
opening and repealing Sentences, contrary to the kno n Principles, Con- 
ſtitutions, and true Intereſt of this Church. A paiticular Inſtance where- 
of we have in the Settlement of Hutton, loudly complained of by Par- 
ties, and diſſented from, firſt by ſome Members of Commillion, and 
thereafter by ſeveral Members of the ſucceeding Aſſembly. And the Ce- 
neral Aſſembly having, in their Acts appointing the Commiſſion, expreſ- 
ly provided and declared, That in all their Actings they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the Acts and Conſtitutions of this Church, and do nothing 
contrary thereto, or to the Prejudice thereof: Tis therefore humbly 
moved, that the general Aſſembiy may declare and enact, when enſuin 
Commiſſions are appointed, That if any of their Actings ſhall be — 
contrary to the Acts, Conſtitutions or known Principles of this Church, 
or prejudicial thereunto, not only the Members ſhall be condingly cenſu- 
red, but their ſaid Acts ſhall be repealed, and declared void and null, as 
being beyond their Powers, and contrary to their Commiſſions and In- 
ſtructions. And, tor cutting oft their pretended Plea againſt repealing the 
Commiſſion's Sentences, wherein Parties have Intereſt, it be further de- 


clared and enacted, That, if any D. eee ar Complaint he entred A- 
gainſt any of their Sentences, it ſhall be as effectual to ſummon and fit 
Parties before the enſuing Aſſembly, as an Appeal from a Sentence of a 
Synod is. 
6 * Whereas the Commiſſion of the Aſſembly has a great Truſt, and 
the Deciſion of the moſt important Affairs is frequently committed to 
them, and very much depends on the Part they act; and that this Court, 
if not duly ręgulated, limited, and looked to, may do great Hurt to this 
Church (of which ſad Proofs are extant in the Hiltory of former Times) 
ſeveral Things concurring in the Conſtitution thereof to render it dan- 
gerous, fuch as, the great Diftance of the Body of Miniſters named in 
the Commiſſion from the fixed Place of Meeting, the Smalneſs of the 
Quorum of Miniſters, being but twenty one ; the great Number of Elders 
in the Commiſſion never brought under the ſtrict Engagements required 
of Miniſters in the Formula 1711, (as is evident from the 4th Act of Af- 
ſembly 1720) and for moſt Part reſiding at e 5 yea, conſtant 
Members; As alſo, that the Sentences of the Commiſſion are look'd of 
as final, and Deeds of the Aſſembly; and, when complained of, it is uſually 
led, they are irreverſible: And therefore the General Aſſembly has,in great 
Wiſdom, and. molt juſtly, not. only clogg'd their Commiſſion and In- 
Aructions with ſeveral Limitations ſince the Revolution, but alſo oY 
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feveral Acts requiring the diligent Attendance of Miniſters from the ſeve- 
ral Presbyteries; and for further regulating, limiting, and trying the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commiſſion, and anent the Qualifications of the Members 
thereof: Yet, notwithitanding all theſe Precautions, it mult be acknow- 
ledged they have been found guilty of Malverlations in ſeveral Inſtances, 
eſpecially of late; Yea the laſt Commuition ſeem to us herein to have 
outdone former Commiſſions, particularly in the Caſes above-mentioned: 
Whereſore it is humbly mov'd, that thele Acts already made may be 
ſtrictly executed, and thet further neceſſary Proviſions may be added 
thereto, for remedying and preventing the Grievances ariſing and threat- 
ned by the exceptionavle Proceedings of this Court; as, 1420, That the 
6th Act of Aſſembly 1705, appointing, that the whole Presbyteries with- 
in this National Church be equally repreſented in Commiſſions, and that 
their Repreſentation be proportioned to the Number of Miniſters in each 
Presbytery, be more punctually obſerved in Time coming, and that in 
Reference to Elders as well as Miniſters; which is the more neceſſary, 
becauſe it appears from the Acts nominating the Commiſſion for the 
Years 1729, 1730, and 1731, (not to go further back) that the Elders 
exceed their full Proportion,allowing them one to two Minilters ( whereas, 
by the 5th Act of Allembly 1694, they are allowed but one to three) viz. 
in the Number of ſixteen Anno 1729, ſeventeen Anno 1739, and twen- 
ty three Anno 1731 ( ſalvo juſto calcrto) And it will not be denied, that 
there is at leaſt as great Hazard from ſupernumerary Elders, as Miniſters, 


in the Commiſion, eſpecially ing ſ creat a N-4; of them reſide at Ein 
zunge, Where the Commiſion meets, and ſo might eafily overpower 


Miniſters, if ſo diſpoſed, which yet we hope they are not. 240, That 
the 6th Act of Aſſembly 1919, appointing that all Members of ſubſe- 
quent Commiſſionsbe qualified according to Acts of Aſſembly, particu- 
larly the ninth Act of Aſſembly 1518, before they act and vote as ſuch, 
be duly obſerved : And the General Aſlembly 1722 in their ninth Act, 
expreſly requiring Elders to be faithful in the Diſcharge of their Office, 
tender and circumſpect in their Walk, punctual in their Attendance on _ 
Ordinances, ſtrict in their Obſervation of the Lord's Day, and in regu- 
larly keeping up the Worſhip of God in their Families, and appointing 
the Judicatories of the Church to take good Heed that none be admitted: 
to, or continued in, that Office, but ſuch as are found qualified, and 
do behave themſelves as above required. And the General Aſſembl 

I727, in their 5th Act finding, That the Acts of Aſſembly made with 
reſpe& to the Duties and Qualifications of Elders, are not ſo duly ob- 
ſerved as they ought to be, do therefore enjoin the ſeveral Presbyteries of 
this Church to have ſtrict Regard to what is required as to the Duties 
and Qualifications of Elders by the ſaid 9th Act of Aſſembly 1522, eſpe- 
cially in chuſing Elders to repreſent them in General Aſſemblies, and in 
atteſting the Commiſſions of ſuch as are choſen, either by themſelves, 
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by Univerſities, or by Royal Burghs : It is therefore highly neceſſary, 
and much for the Glory of God, the true Intereſt, Safety and Edificati- 
on of the Church, that ſpecial Regard ſhould be ſhown to theſe excel- 
lent Qualifications and Acts in chufing Elders, not only for the General 
Aſſembly, but alſo for its Commiſſions; and that fuch as are known to 
be deſtitute thereof, ſhould be excluded from that Honour and Truſt ; 
Which ſeems more eſpecially neceſſary as to the Elders in the Commiſſi- 
on, they being choſen and authoriſed by the Aſſembly itſelf, and, if not 
dul 3 more capable to do Hurt in the Commiſſion than in the 
embly. zrio, That Elders, as well as Miniſters, be required and obli- 
ged to ſubſcribe the Formula of Aſſembly 1711, particularly fuch as are 
choſen Members of the General Aſſembly or its Commiſſions; there being 
evidently Parity of Reaſon and Neceſſity, that Elders ſhould come under 
the ſame r . to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of this Church, which are required of Miniſters ; eſpecially 
while it is known that ſome of our Elders conformed to the Znyghſp Hie- 
rarchy and Liturgy, and others diſcover too much Latitude, and yet are 
choſen Members of Aſſembly and Commiſſions. 470, That, when the 
Members of the Commiſſion are named, and their Inſtructions prepa- 
red by the Committee, the ſame be appointed to be read in = ſſem- 
bly, and ordered to ly on the Table, at leaſt until the next Day of the 
Aſſembly's Meeting, to be inſpected and conſidered by all Members who 


incline, that it May be the better known, that the Nomination and In- 
ſtructions are conform to the Ausor nntuan,, =. he voted and 


approven, when read for that End, after a competent Time allowed for 

e Satisfaction of all concerned. 5709, That the Moderator of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, being a Member of the Commiſſion, ſhould be excuſed 
from naming the Committee 1 for reviſing the Commiſſion- 
Book ; and that the Nomination thereof ſhould be left to the Members of 
Aſſembly in each Synod, who were not on the Commiſſion, and who 
may meet by themſelves, and chuſe one or two out of every Synod 
to be a Commitee for that Effect, as is done in chuſing Nominators tor 
the Commiſſion. | 

1070, Altho? the Liberty and independent Juriſdiction of Eccleſiaſtical 
en Civil Courts has ever fince the Reformation been aſſerted and main- 
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cedents, ſubverſive of the Liberties and Juriſdiction of our Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, and tending to ſubje& the ſame to the Civil: Wherefore we 
_— move this Venerable Aſſembly may timeouſly interpoſe, in the 


Way they ſhall judge moſt proper and effectual, to maintain the Church- 
es Rights, to procure Redreſs of ſuch Encroachments, and to prevent the 
like in Time coming. | 


117420, The General Aſſembly 1726 having remitted to their Commil.. 


ſion an Overture anent the Method of Preaching, to be conſidered at their 
firſt eee ; and, if they had not then Time, appointing them to re- 
mit it to a ſelect Committee, to be by them prepared and laid before their 
Meeting in Auguſt: And the Aſſembly 1727 having remitted it to the 
Commiſſion, to prepare the ſaid Overture for the next Aſſembly ; and 
this not being done, altho* there appears more and more Need for it every 
Day, by reaſon of ſeveral Innovations both in the Method and Strain of 
Preaching, introduced of late by ſome Preachers and young Miniſters, 
2 offenſive to many of God's People, and no ſmall Obſtruction of ſpiri- 
Edification. Yea, a young Miniſter, appointed to preach before his 
Majelty's Commiſſioner to the laſt Aſſembly, bad the Aflurance, even 
on that ſolemn Occaſion, to add to former Innovations, that of reading 
his Sermon openly, tho? he could not but know it would give great O 
fence both to Miniſters and People of this Church, and bring a Reflecti- 
on on the Aſſembly, as if they approv'd thereof. Wherefore, we humbly 
move, this venerable Aſſembly may be pleaſed to call for the {aid Over- 


ture from the Commiſſion, and to prepare it ſo as it, may prove à ſui- 
table and lealonabie Amidòte agalnit die Vils obſerv d, and tranſmit it 


to the ſeveral Presbyteries, according to Order, that it may be turned 
into an Act by the next Aſſembly, if agreed to. 

12120, As to the Overture and Act of the laſt Aſſembly, concerning 
the Method of planting vacant Churches; Altho” we account it a con- 
ſiderable Grievance (however well intended) not only becauſe of ſe- 
veral Sentences of the Commiſſion, and ſome other Courts, for ſettling 
vacant Churches contrary to the Mind of Elders and Chriſtian Congre- 

ations, and ſo in Oppoſition to the Church, both Repreſentative and 
ollective, which have followed, and are faid to be founded thereon ; 
but alſo for many other weighty Reaſons againſt the A& and Overture 
itſelf, which appear pretty obvious, and the viſible dangerous Tendency 
thereof in the preſent State of this Church, eſpecially if it ſhould be tur- 
ned into a ſtanding Act: Yet, conſidering that this Repreſentation has 
already ſwell'd beyond our Inclination, which we could not well. avoid 
by Reaſon of the Variety and great Importance of the Matters. there- 
in contain'd, and that this Overture is tranſmitted to the ſeveral Pres- 
byteries, that they may return their Opinions thereanent to this Aſſem- 
bl , who we doubt not will lay open what is to be objected againſt it to 
better Purpoſe and more effectually than we can pretend to; and ſeeing, 
f accoray 
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according to the ↄth Act —_— 1697, eſtabliſhing the Method of 
paſſing Acts of Aflembly of general Concern to the Church, The ſaid 
Overture cannot be turned into a ſtanding Act, until it appear by the Re- 
port made from the ſeveral Presbyteries, that the general Opinion of the 
Church agrees thereunto, which we hape is not to be expected in this 
Caſz*; we judge it unneceſlary to take up the Aſſembly's Time in repre- 
ſenting 1 what we have to offer againſt this Overture, and the 
turning it into a ſtanding Act: Only we cannot omit declaring on this 
Occaſion, That we humbly conceive, by this Overture, Heritors, tho? 
not of our Communion, but avow'd Enemies to our Conſtitution, and 
to theGovernment of our only rightful and lawful Sovereign King George, 
and Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Royal Family, and Favourers of a Popiſh 
Pretender, will have a chief Hand in ſettling many Congregations in Scor- 
ind; and that the ſaid Overture appears to us, not to be founded on 
the holy Scriptures, nor conſiſtent with the Conſtitution and known 
Principles of this Church agreeable thereto. But, to conclude, As this 
our Repreſentation does not proceed from any Deſign in us to cauſe or 
increaſe Differences in this Church, nor to offend any one whoſe Sen- 
timents may differ from ours, but from Conſcience of Duty, as we have 
the Honour to bear Office in the Church of Scorland, and our being 
deeply affected with what is above repreſented, as appearing to us high- 
ly prejudicial to the true Intereſt thereof, yea, contrary to our known 
Principles and Conſtitution, to which we are bound ſtedfalily to adhere 


by the Word of Cod, our ſolemn National Covenants, and the ſpecia 
Engagements we came Unger, at Our Urocuatuu won wprifitive Of- 


fices: So we earneſtly intreat and hope, this venerable Aſſembly, which 
has the chief Truſt anent the Concerns of this Church, and is moſt 
capable, under G O D, to redreſs her Grievances, will conſtruct and accept 
favourably of this our humble Repreſentation and Petition, and take ſuch 
Meaſures, as the Lord, in his Mercy-and Wiſdom, ſhail be pleaſed to di- 
rect unto, for anſwering the Ends thereof, and remedying, not only the 
Grievances above repreſented, but alſo any other you may know the 
Church groans under, even in the remoteſt Corners of this Land: For 
which End, we deſire earneſily to pray to the only King and Head of 
the Church, the great God our Saviour, for the plentiful Effuſion and 

romiſed Conduct of his holy Spirit tq this Aſſembly ; waiting hum- 
bly for your favourable Anſwer, which, if obtain'd, will cauſe in us, 
yea, many more of the Lord's Servants and People, abundant Joy and 


Thankſgiving on your Account. 


The above Repreſentation and Petition was ſigned at Perth, February 
224, 1732, by 
George Gilleſpie Miniſter at Strathmiglo, John Gibb Miniſter at Cleiſh, 


Ecorge Freer Miniſter at Lethendie, James Ker Miniſter at Dun, Toh 
| ſohn 
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John Drummond Minifter at Crieff, James Fiſher Miniſter at Kinclaven, 

ohn Currie Miniſter at Kinglaſſic, John Gow Miniſter at Carg il, 

obert Laing Miniſter at Newburgh, Thomas Nairn Miniſter at Abbotthall, 
Robert Gray Miniſter at Brechin, John Row Miniſter at Navar and Lethnot, 
George Meik Miniſter at Redgortoun, Ale xr. Moncrieff Minifter at Abcracthic, 
La. M' Intoſh coy at Errol, Thomas Mair Min! ſter at Orwell, 
William Wilſon Miniſter at Perth, Robert Coventric Miniſter at Kilſpindie. 


And, at Edinburgh, March ↄth, Year foreſaid, and the other Places 
and Dates mentioned in the original Paper, by 


John M*Claren Miſter at Edinburgh, Alexander Hamilton Miniſter at Stirling. 
John Bonar Miniſter at I orphichen, Charles Moor Miniſter there, 

Ralph Erskine Miniſter at 1 William Hally Minſter at Muthil, 

John Wardlaw Mizifter there, David Stevenſon Miſter at Glendoyan, 
James Farquhar Miniſter at Nigg, John Johnſton Miniſter at Brechin, 
Ebenezer Erskine Minſter at Stirling, James Goodfir Mjz:ifter at Monikie, 

John Forbes Miniſter at Deer, Andrew Eliot Miniſter at Auclitertool, 
Gabricl Wilſon Miniſter at Maxton, James 'Thomſon Miſter at Buratiilund, 


William Henderion Mzzifter at Dalgety, Alexander Swynton ef Strathore Lider, 
Thomas Thomſon Minfter at Auchter- Thomas "Trotter Elder, 


muchty, William Walker Eder. 

This Repreſentation aud Petition was afterwards adhered to by 
James Noble Minifter at Eckford, James Innes Miniſter at Mertoun, 
George Mair Minſter at New Deer, Henry Davidſon M #rifter at Galaſhicl: 
John Cranſton Miniſter at Ancrum, Walter Hart Miniſter at Bunckic. 


The above Repreſentation aud Petition being given in to the Clerk of 
Aſſembly, May 5. 1732, and _after-varas road in the Committee of 
Bills, with a RAY + bf ſubſcribed by the Miniſters and Elders gu- 
ing the Repreſentation, impowering Mr. George Gilleſpie, Mr. Joan 
Gibb, Ar. John Currie, Mr. Robert Gray, Air. Lachlan M'Intoſh, 
Mr. William Wilſon, and Mr. Alexander Moncriett, or any Four of 
them, and ſuch others of the Subſcribers of the ſaid Repreſentation as 
ſhould be at Edinburgh the Time of the Agembly's Meering, to pre- 
ſent and proſecute the ſaid Repreſentation and Petition before the Ve- 
nerable Aſſembly, aud to do every other Thing they themſelves might 
have done, if perſonally preſent : And the ſaid Committee continuing 
ro refuſe to tranſinit the ſame to the General Aſſembly according ro 
Order, there wwas a Petition offered to the Afſembiy, May 16. the 
Tenor whereof follows. | 


Unto the Very Reverend and Honourable, the Moderator 
and remanent Members of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, met at Edinburgh the 16th Day of 
May 1732 Years; The Petition of us underſubſcribing, 


HEumbly Sheweth, 
THAI an humble Repreſentation and Petition anent Grievances, ſub- 
Wins 


ſcribed and adheredtg by a conſiderable Number of Miniſters * me 
ers 
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Elders, directed to this Venerable RFA was laid by us, according td 
Order, before the Reverend Committee of Bills in due Time, - with an 
earneſt Deſire, in our own Name, and in Name of all who have concur- 

red with us in the ſaid Repreſentation, that the Committee might be plea. 

fed to tranſmit the lame to the General Aſſembly, according wh ice ; 


and we having dutitully and patiently attended their Meetings for ſome 
Time, renewing and infiſting ſtill in our ſaid juſt and reaſonable Suit, but 
% without Succeſs : We find ourſelves now obliged to addreſs this Venerable 


1 Aſſembly immediately, and earneſtly to intreat you'll be pleaſed, in your 
Ms great Goodneis and ſuſtice, to call for our ſaid Repreſentation and Petition, 
—_— and order it to be read in your Preſence, and take ſuch Meaſures for re- 
2 dreſſing the Grievances therein repreſented, as in your great Wiſdom 


* ſhall be found moſt proper and effectual. 
, Ana your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


Aud the General Aſſembly refuſing to hear the ſaid Petition, or grant 
the Deſire thereof, Mr. George Gilleſpie 414, in his own Name, and in 
Name of the Brethren'after ſubſcribing, give in the Proteſtation, the ; 
Tenor whereof follows; and thereupon asRea, and took Inſtruments in ” 
the Clerk's Hand. 


We underſubſcribing Miniſters of this Church finding, to our great Grief, | 
that our humble and dutiful Repreſentation and Petition anent Grievan- 
ces. affered to this General Aſſembly, is not received, or allowed a 

— therein, tho Carved with all Rarneſtneſs, and in the due and orderly 

Way, find ourſelves obliged, much againſt our Inclination, and with all due De- | 

ference to this Venerable Aſſembly, humbly to proteſt in our own Name, and 

in Name of all concurring in the ſaid Repreſentation, or Adhering, againſt the | 

ſaid Deed ; and for Preſervation of the juſt Rights belonging to us as Men, Chri- 

ſtians, and Offiice-bearers in this Church (by the Light of Nature, Word of God, 

Corftitutions of this Church, Claim of Right, Laws of the Land, and manifold 

approven Precedents fince the Reformation to this Day) to have Repreſentations 

and Petitions anent Grievances, which are or may be offered by ourſelves or 

others to the General Aſſembly, or other Judicatories of this Church, received, : 

openly read, and taken into ſerious Conſideration by the ſaid Courts for Re- 

dreſs; and that the Church's continuing ftill under the Grievances ſpecified in 

our Repreſentarion, and others of the like Nature, ſhall be nowiſe chargeable 
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on us: And we humbly crave this may be recorded in the Aſſembly's Regiſter, 
and Extracts allowed to us, for Exoneration, | 

a ble Minifter at Eckford, Robert Gray Miniſter at Brechin, 
Zehn i ee — er at Edinburgh, William Wilſon Miniſter at Perth, _ 
Geo. Gilleſpie Miniſtey at Strathmiglo. Alex. Moncrieff Miſter at Abernethie, 
John Gibb Miniſter at Cleiſh, Ebenezer Erskine Miniſter at Stirling, 

ohn Currie Minifter at Kinglaſſie, Ralph Exskine Miniſier at Dunfermline, 
John Gow Mini ſter at Cargill, John Ker Miniſter at Dun, 
Babriel Wilſon" Miniſter at Maxton, Thomas Mair Miniſter at Orwell. 
Tho, Thomſon Mjzr, at Auchtermuchtie, "2 

_ ; 
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